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Preface

Since its establishment in 2006, Ruach Yehudit has become the Israel's largest and leading educational program in the fields of Jewish identity.
The program is working in close partnership with the Israeli government and with Areivim Philanthropic Group.

Ruach Yehudit earns praise for its innovativeness, ingenuity and full compatibility with the Israeli educational curriculum.

Ruach Yehudit's approach towards education combines informal learning within the formal daily curriculum (aka "Nonformal Learning") - This

allows amongst other things, the participation and attendant of 100% of the pupils.

The classes take place in groups of ten pupils per counselor (Madrich) and often include experiential activities, workshops, and debates. This

approach, together with day tours - leads to a better exposure to and understanding of Jewish Symbols and main concepts.

The educational team is comprised of young and dynamic and qualified counselors who can easily relate to the pupils and "speak in their own

language”.

Ruach Yehudit's educational content and curriculum is innovative and unique reflecting a pluralistic approach while complying with demands

and perception of the national education system.

In 2006 the Ruach Yehudit program began as a municipal program, active solely in Jerusalem. By 2010 it's been running in 45 schools

nationwide and will expand, according to the Government's request, to 65 schools in 2011-2012 school year.




In depth information

The Ruach Yehudit (Jewish Spirit) program is active this school year in 45 schools all over Israel, from Mitzpeh Ramon in the south to Zfat in
the north. The central goal of the program is experiential learning of the basic Jewish values through emphasis on the Zionist dimension and the
relevance of Jewish values to modern society. This special innovative program is functionally different from the standard learning program is
schools. The program is taught by outstanding University students who are chosen to teach based on their talent and their ability to befriend

youth of middle-school age (13-16).

Each class is given one hour a week of Ruach Yehudit. During this hour, each class is subdivided into three parts with a separate teacher for
each group. These small groups insure a close and meaningful relationship between the Ruach Yehudit teacher and each student within the
group. As a result, the Ruach Yehudit teacher becomes a well-liked personality who provides a good listening ear, and is considered worth

emulating in a meaningful way.

The program content was written specificallyfor Ruach Yehudit and includes experiential learning units which provide enjoyment as the student
learns. The feedback from bi-annual evaluations indicate that the students are very satisfied with the program and many of them write that they

very much look forward to the Ruach Yehudit hour which is simultaneously fun and highly educational.

The program enjoys full coordination with, and the cooperation of, the Israel Ministry of Education. For each school in which the program is
taught, there is a process of coordinating expectations with the school's administration and educational staff, thus taking into account the

specific needs of each school according to the educational level of its students or its special character.

For areas in which there is a high percentage of Olim, the Ruach Yehudit program is operated with the cooperation of the Ministry of

Absorption as well. Studies in the immigrant population, and certainly among those from the former Soviet Union, have revealed the depths of




ignorance in Judaism and Zionism and their lack of interest therein. This ignorance is a very significant factor inversely related to the successful
absorption of the Olim in Israel. Apparently, it is an even more important factor in the decision of young Olim to remain in Israel after they turn
18 or to leave. To fortify the connection between the Olim and their land, great effort is invested in deepening the connection of this population
to basic knowledge of Judaism and Zionistic values. These schools also receive special reinforcement for special events such as exciting trips
and other informal activities. This past year Ruach Yehudit opened a special channel of cooperation with the WZO to develop educational
programs on the subject of Zionist values. As a part of this cooperation, a textbook on the Ethics of the Fathers was published, titled “From the
Ethics of the Fathers to the Fathers of Zionism. This book will be used next year as part of the eigth-grade curriculum in Israel. In light of the
success of the Ruach Yehudit program, the Ministry of Education wants to expand activities in two areas. The first is expanding the program to
65 schools throughout the country. The second is an advanced training program for teachers of Jewish heritage, with the understanding that the
existing teachers lack some of the basics, both in the subject matter and in the ability to create an exciting learning environment for the students.
This training program includes a workbook for the students, which will greatly simplify the work of the teachers in teaching the subject and will

provide a base of organized information for teaching the new subject of Jewish heritage.

Plans for the Future The Ruach Yehudit program will be studied next year in 65 schools throughout Israel from Kiryat Shmoneh in the north
to Eilat in the south. In practice, the Ruach Yehudit program has become the largest program in the field of Judaism and Zionism. There is no
doubt that our involvement in teacher training for these areas transforms our program from an informal program to a more formal important

program for teaching Judaism and Zionism.

Attached please find letters from school principals, educational directors and heads of municipalities who know our program and greatly respect
it. As stated above we have biannual evaluations of our program, and the feeling of the school principals, educational leaders and heads of

important municipalities is very important to us. It is our base for self-evaluation and our tireless efforts in improving the program.
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Dear Mr. Aronson, Mr. Steinhardt and Ms. Davidson,

[ take this opportunity to express my appreciation to you and the other
members of The Areivim Philanthropic Group for your efforts to strengthen
Jewish-Zionist education in the State of Israel and in the Diaspora.

As part of your efforts, you have partnered with Jewish Spirit, an
innovative and unique program that operates under the auspices of the Ministries
of Education and Immigrant Absorption to help familiarize junior high school
students with Jewish culture and strengthen their Jewish identities. The program
is highly regarded by both the Ministries and by the schools in which it is
implemented.

I commend all involved in this special program, and wish it and you many
more years of success.

Sincerely,
Benjamin Netanyahu

Mr. Bob Aronson, Director

Mzt. Michael Steinhardt, Chair

Ms. Karen Davidson, Chair

The Areivim Philanthropic Group

USA

Jerusalem, Israel
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"Dear Co-chairman Michael Steinheardt, Karen Davidson and all the
respected members of the Areivim Philanthropic Group. | Join the Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in applauding the partnership of Areivim's
Ruach Yehudit and our Education ministry. Your philanthropy is
important in our effort to strengthen Jewish values in the Israeli public
school system. Jewish values, our history and tradition have been a priority
mission of mine in shaping the ministry's policy. Ruach Yehudit: an
important partner in that effort, stands out in schools across the county.
In the coming days we will check together future collaboration. I wish you

all great success in all your deliberations."*

Minister of Education
Gideon Sa'ar

From the Minister’s address to the Areivim 2010 assembly.

Gideon Sa'ar
Minister of Education

Ministry of Immigrant Absorption a"7ua nouY? Twna
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Dear Mr. Aharonson,

The “Ruach Yehudit-Blue & White” Jewish values and culture curriculum is
considered a great success throughout the school network where it is currently
offered. It provides an unprecedented, innovative exposure to Jewish & Zionist
values.

Heartened by its success in providing genuine values to Sabras

and newcomers alike, | wish to express my appreciation to you and to other
“Areivim” members for your invaluable ongoing support and partnership with this
important project.

Stressing the importance of quality education I truly believe that we are
participating in a historic role of securing our common future.

May this endeavor, with your continuing support, go from strength to strength!

With best wishes for PESSAH KASHER V’'SAMEACH a rejoiceful festival of
freedom.
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Director General
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Holon Municipality - Bureau of Education

10.4.11

Ms. Michal Hasson
Director of Central Region,
Jewish Spirit

Greetings

re: Summary of Jewish Spirit activities for the 5771 (2010-'11) school year in the city of
Holon — and future prospects

During our meeting last week | mentioned my satisfaction with the program, as also
expressed by the Director of the Municipal Post-Primary Schools Dept. and the school
principals.

We are considering expanding the program next year.

For this purpose we will create a municipal committee whose main role will be to build a
program for Zionist and Jewish identity for the city of Holon.

We will be glad to have you on the municipal planning committee.

Wishing you a kosher and happy Passover,
Dorit Ben Yehuda
Head of the Bureau of Education
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Mayor of Tiberias

06/4/2011

Mr. Bentzi Namet
Director, Jewish Spirit program
Jerusalem

Close to the ending of the current school year, 1 wish to extend my gratitude to
you on behalf of the educational staff of Tiberias for operating in our city.

Ruach Yehudit has become an integral part of our educational initiative "Past builds
Future™, which has been successfully running in each and every school in the city.

I was gladdened to witness the successful integration of Ruach Yehudit into our
educational department. It feels as if you have become an inseparable part of us.

I sincerely hope that we will continue this collaboration next year as well for the benefit
of the pupils of Tiberius.

Thank you very much,

Zohar Over
Mayor of Tiberias

Tiberias Municipality
Mayor’s office
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The Jerusalem Bureau of Education - Post-Primary School Division

Directors of the Jewish Spirit program
Greetings,

The Jewish Spirit program has been implemented in the Jerusalem schools for eight
years. This is the program's third year in the junior high schools and it has been a great
success. The city of Jerusalem has taken on the important goal of, along with learining
achievement, dealing systematically with the matter of instilling values.

The Jewish Spirit program combines the inculcation of knowledge in Zionist and Jewish
subjects with the teaching of the loftiest values.

I believe that the teaching of values is the primary purpose of the school system. The
direct relationship created between the college students who teach in the program and the
pupils is also very important and serves to provide personal examples and important role
models for the pupils.

I want to thank you and | wish you continued success and fruitful work for the sake of
the educational strength of the city of Jerusalem.

Sincerely,

Chava Bar Tur

Dep. Head of the Bureau of Education -
Post-Primary School Division
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Arad Municipality - Dept. of Education

11/4/2011

Mr. Bentzi Namet
Director, Jewish Spirit program

Dear Sir,

The "Jewish Spirit - Blue & White" program, implemented in Arad for the first
time this year, has been a great success and a beneficial cooperative effort with
the educational institutions of our city.

There are a significant number of immigrants from the former Soviet Union in
the ORT Arad school. The program is an excellent way to make knowledge in
the fields of Judaism and Zionism accessible to these students and challenges
them to address and formulate their Jewish/Zionist identities.

I hope you will continues Jewish Spirit's admirable work in the future.
Sincerely,

Racheli Avramson,
Director, Dept. of Education
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Zimmetbaum ORT High School - Arad
Mr. Ben Zion Namet
Gen. Director, the Jewish Spirit Program
Greetings,

re: The Jewish Spirit Heritage Program

The Jewish Spirit program was implemented in our school during the 5771 (2010-'11)
school year. Through the program three counselors came to the school once a week and
gave lessons in Jewish heritage to all our 8th grade classes. Each class was divided into
three groups and the counselors, who prepared materials for various activities, taught the
subjects in an experiential, serious, caring and extremely interesting manner.

The program constitutes a meaningful and significant addition to the school's Jewish
heritage curriculum in general and the 8th grade classes in particular. It serves as an
important tier in creating a broad basis for our students' knowledge in this field.

Furthermore, the team of counselors was serious and caring and was under the constant
supervision of Regional Director Mr. Amiel Schleicher. | want to commend Amiel's
devotion to the subject. Meetings were held throughout the year to empower our students
in the subject.

I want to mention the Hanukah performance supported by the foundation; the
performance was fantastic and touching and provided the students with an extra level of
Hanukah values.

I am certain that this enrichment program in Israeli culture is important and significant to
the junior high students and added depth to their Jewish culture, identity, and
commitment to Israeli society and the Jewish people.

We wholeheartedly recommend the program.
Sincerely,

Gregory Pozniyansky
School Principal

r//

10.4.11
T - DINIVLROR W'Y VWX 190N LA Y 12 1 7120

"PE M NtIn Pom

R la)lrli/

"N MA" N730n2 NWAM 019N (N7

WOAT NI0WNA NNA0RAA LN M DWW N°IoN 1190 NP2 Ao R"Ywn 20Tk niw onna
TP AN 95 AWM RWI2 M T MneD 937 1Ay v1awa ave 20T awhw T9on nhab
SR NN IDIRD DORWIT DR 1AV MNWE NPYDIY DA 10IW 09301 7AM MXap vy
anva PPVl SNDIR

7 VY92 T 720w D22 1907 D222 NI CTINHY AWM NPMvAwn NO0IN AR T N0IoNn
APTMRN IR AT 0N YT SW a0 ©°02 DR Wwn 72Tl

79X O11XI2 1970w DRAY M TINNT 90N 0T DY DR 90 171 JNDIRY MY 090770 NN LA
WTRDN NRZYTY DDMWH DOWADA 19V TIWT 90 TR LKW DRMYA W M1 NPNDIRT DX
T RWM2

7707 NN TN WA DR T T Y9I ,ANMYT N3N A91I02 AW YOI DX PUXY CN¥Na
.12NINT AT DY Ao AT

79°0171 0°°1°27 N2°VA STRPNY MY 72N PR N12N2 W 3wV DI %D pOD Y PR
DTN QY DOYRAWST 77200 9993 MNNNY 20 TR0NR MY PRI 20Nk pawy

.97 99m 0I72 NRT N°10N DY 2XHn 1R

12722

SPDIRIND 173
9907 N°2 Y

11




Directors of Jewish Spirit

Letter of appreciation - Shevach Mofet Middle school

In the passing school year we have expanded the "Jewish Spirit" activities in our school
to grades 6 and 7, most of whom are Olim Hadashim from the former soviet union who

lack affinity to Jewish heritage.

From the beginning of the year I've been assessing the counselors' seriousness,
professional approach and fresh spirit. | felt that their educational approach is build out
of love to this important profession. The Jewish Spirit staff's investment in our pupils is
very noticeable throughout the school. Sergai has surpassed himself in providing classes
of Jewish philosophy to curious students. The personal approach towards the students
created a high motivation and interest in a subject initially seemed for them to be "less

important"

Your contribution in the field of Heritage is important to the school's effort's to

implement its goals

With great appreciation,
Irit Cohen

Principal
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Ort Henri Ronson - Ashkelon

To The Jewish Spirit and to whom it may concern,

Shalom,

Our school has been holding the Jewish Spirit activities on the Jewish tradition
in the eighth grade, for the second year.

Jewish Spirit counselors arrive to classes on time and well prepared for the
lesson. The lessons are experiential and the students show interest while actively
participating.

our school’s relationship with the counselors and the project managers is a close
and enduring one.

Deciding which contents will be taught as part of the program is determined
through collaboration between the school representatives and those of Jewish
Spirit.

The school will be delighted to continue its collaboration with the program and
to expand its activities to the entire junior high school.

Best regards,

Sharon Atlan
junior high supervisor

Talya Berkowitz
School Principle
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ORT Maalot
10/4/2011
To the Director of Jewish Spirit,

The Jewish Spirit project was implemented in the 9" grade classes at the ORT School in
Maalot, beginning with the 5771 (2010-'11) school year.

Through the project the students were exposed to fresh content dealing with the Jewish
festivals, literature and key values constituting the backbone of Jewish, Zionist and
democratic society.

Through the project the students benefit from working in small groups led by a
professional counselor, providing the students with an opportunity to express their
opinions and undergo a meaningful process.

Furthermore, the school teacher's are enriched and benefited from the opportunity to
participate in a meaningful dialogue concerning Jewish heritage and democracy.

We are thankful to be able to host this project in our school and hope to continue this
productive and meaningful collaboration with the project staff — Ariel, Chen and Eyal.

With blessings for a happy holiday,
Sophie Ben Artzi, Principal
Ruth Sofer, Junior High Principal

Ronit Segal, 9th grade Coordinator

18°d 101

TISR IR 2R mdyn pika

X"ywn jonu "
2011 ox 10

nnY

" M

.0 n22WR "D " opre MY UMK 0123 Y199 San X wn Yhwn S

D2 QI YN 090N X ,5&1:})‘ nN3a oNRPOWN o220 0" Ymbn 1PWNI VPN N0k
Q0T AR LA anan e INNT TIRY DX oTNaan

MIXP TNV PV W A20R TERH PITE Y ona manp ME2P2 AMav? oTEdan 29N T bpPMID NMan
SRR TN MY BMYT AK YRERS 2 TH0NY N1woRs

MY *3302 POWR "MYRWE MR PR MAN 2P MR AWV A3% BoImen M 0N
S0P

OY OUPRRT MIRWEM MO TW0R MAW IR T OTERT 00 M3 Upion Yw 1070 5Y 2937 UR

VR IR, 9RMIX — 2920 0223 BRMI9R A

ey 1 noY

(\E >\ © J E
QY
> wo

3"en Nz

g’
‘:—:5?51 a7

24952 TI7'D 2435 7.0, NITYN 0N P'FN - 710170 1900 N
04-9973130 0'')'] NI'ON OFD70 ,04-9974310 ‘079 ,04-9975738 ,9976351 70
E-mail: maalot@ort.org.i!

14




The ORT Acre School Complex

Director of Jewish Spirit,

Dear Mr. Namet,

The Jewish Spirit project was implemented this year, the 5771 (2010-'11) school year, at
the ORT Second Aliyah School in Acco.

I wish to express my satisfaction with the program, on both the professional and personal
levels. The counselors run an excellent program from which the students benefit greatly.
There is a friendly, personal atmosphere and intelligent, practical discussions often

develop to which the students are exposed for the first time.

We have developed an inspiring personal relationship with the project staff and we

would be more than glad to continue and expand this collaboration in the future.

Sincerely,
Yaffa Kalman, 8th grade Coordinator
Second Aliyah Junior High School
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April 13, 2011

Bob Aronson

Director of Areivim Foundation

Shalom!
The seventh grade of the Hadera Junior High School has about three hundred students.

Throughout the year they have been having program organized by Ruach Yehudit.

Each class is divided into two small groups to facilitate a warm relationship between the

students and your professional and creative counselors.

The students actively participate in lessons that thoroughly cover the material in an
exciting way that encourages curiosity. They learn to master material and values that are

both Jewish and universal, in accordance with the program and the level of the class.

Unguestionably, the program greatly enriches the students and strengthens their feeling
of connection to the State of Israel and their Jewish Heritage.

We would be greatly indebted to you if we could continue this important endeavor next

year as well.

Thank you and a very happy Pesach,
Dudu Yaakov
Principal of the Hadeira Junior High School
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Jewish-Spirit-rwh-yhwdyt/132695273459703
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Jewish-Spirit-rwh-yhwdyt/132695273459703

Yitzhak Rabin Municipal Community High School of Beersheva
7/4/11

To Mr. Bentzi Namet
Director, the Jewish Spirit program

re: Letter of Appreciation - the Jewish Spirit Program

We host the Jewish Spirit program in the 8™ grade classes at our school.

Through the program the students are exposed to content which deepens and enriches
their knowledge in Jewish and Israeli culture and identity and bring them in contact with
meaningful dilemmas and issues through which they learn a variety of important values
such as tolerance, generosity, responsibility, leadership and more.

The program is taught very professionally by a team of counselors trained for the
program who have succeeded in building meaningful quality relationships with the
students.

The varied and interesting teaching methods empower our students and give them an
opportunity to express their opinions and see other points of view.

It is important to note that many of our students come from immigrant families from the
former USSR, the Caucasus and Ethiopia, so this is their only opportunity for them to
come in contact with this kind of content.

Our relationship with Amiel Schleicher, director of the program's Southern Region, and
Maya Baitner, program coordinator for our school, as well as with the team of
counselors, is estimable, continuous, empowering and beneficial for both sides. The
organization and thought invested in the program throughout the year was cooperative
and fruitful.

We see great importance in hosting this program in our school and we wish to continue
next year as well.

Sincerely,
Gal Alouche
Vice Principal and Junior High School Director
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ASHDOD Heh Comprehensive

Ms. Michal Hasson
Director of Central Region,
Jewish Spirit

The Makif Heh High School of Ashdod had the privilege this year of having the girls of
Ruach Yehudit teaching Jewish Heritage classes. We would like to express our
appreciation to Moran, Maayan, Nofer and Galia, of Ruach Yehudit for their
seriousness, professionalism and preparation of material and didactic principles on a
level that would bring pride to even the most experienced teacher.

The students are happy to see them, and look forward to their classes which repeatedly
raises ethical dilemmas of various types.

The climax was Tu B'Shvat, when there was a special program which included group
class activities that culminated in a musical performance by Yitzchak Meir and Friends.

The production made the connection for the children between the blooming and growth
of nature and personal growth and strength; while also connecting them to the love of
Israel and environmental responsibility.

We thank you for the fruitful cooperation that has resulted between us and we fervently
hope for the privilege of continuing to work with these girls next year.

Regards,
[Staff and principal of the school]
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HASHALOM - High school of Arts - Mitzpe Ramon

Dear Bentzi Nemet
Director of Ruach Yehudit

Re: evaluation of the Heritage program ran by Ruach Yehudit

In school year 2010-2011, Ruach Yehudit has been active in grades 7 & 8 in our school.
The program began its activities on the second quarter of the year and was able to adapt
itself to the already-set curriculum and time table. Two counselors have been arriving
every Thursday to our school teaching about important subjects such as: respecting
parents, relationships between me and my surroundings and innovative activities for
festivals.

The various contents were delivered in workshops putting emphasis on experience.

The students expressed their satisfaction from the educational materials and from way
they were delivered. It's important to stress that the counselors are greatly familiar with
the contents and that present it with great talent. They have also shown flexibility in
receiving requests to add certain contents and participate in school events such as the
Passover & Tu B'shvat sedder.

In light of the students' and the school's satisfaction from the manner in which the
program has been activating, we will be happy to continue this collaboration with Ruach

Yehudit next year.

Kind Regards,
Orna Solamni

Vice Principal
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